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Columbus Downtown Entrance Plaza
History Preview



ENVISION COLUMBUS 
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Columbus Downtown Entrance Plaza
Relevant Past Planning Work
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Inventory & Analysis

 Context & Connectivity

 Program & Use

 Materials & Planting

 Markers & Memorials
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Columbus Downtown Entrance Plaza
Inventory & Analysis



Columbus Downtown Entrance Plaza
Inventory & Analysis | Summary of Key Findings

- Connect to the river and trail

- Slow traffi c and integrate SR46 improvements

- Long term, consider traffi c reconfi guration

- Celebrate views of courthouse and bridge

Context & Connectivity

Columbus Downtown Entrance Plaza
Inventory & Analysis

8 | Columbus Downtown Entrance Plaza Merritt Chase | August 6, 2024



- Create a place for people, not cars

- Introduce water, seating, shade, and other features

- Integrate memorials

- This is not a plaza: the space wants to be a park with 

garden and plaza spaces

Program & Use

- Connect to the river and trail

- Slow traffi c and integrate SR46 improvements

- Long term, consider traffi c reconfi guration

- Celebrate views of courthouse and bridge

Context & Connectivity
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Columbus Downtown Entrance Plaza
Inventory & Analysis | Summary of Key Findings



- Remove the hedge and overgrown, dying vegetation

- Use trees and planting to create a gateway garden

- The site should be primarily green with appropriately 

scaled paved areas for gathering

Materials & Planting

- Create a place for people, not cars

- Introduce water, seating, shade, and other features

- Integrate memorials

- This is not a plaza: the space wants to be a park with 

garden and plaza spaces

Program & Use

- Connect to the river and trail

- Slow traffi c and integrate SR46 improvements

- Long term, consider traffi c reconfi guration

- Celebrate views of courthouse and bridge

Context & Connectivity
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Columbus Downtown Entrance Plaza
Inventory & Analysis | Summary of Key Findings



- Relocate Garton sign, tombstone, art

- Relocate or redesign public safety plaza

- Redesign POW MIA plaza

Markers & Memorials

- Remove the hedge and overgrown, dying vegetation

- Use trees and planting to create a gateway garden

- The site should be primarily green with appropriately 

scaled paved areas for gathering

Materials & Planting

- Create a place for people, not cars

- Introduce water, seating, shade, and other features

- Integrate memorials

- This is not a plaza: the space wants to be a park with 

garden and plaza spaces

Program & Use

- Connect to the river and trail

- Slow traffi c and integrate SR46 improvements

- Long term, consider traffi c reconfi guration

- Celebrate views of courthouse and bridge

Context & Connectivity
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Columbus Downtown Entrance Plaza
Inventory & Analysis | Summary of Key Findings



C O N T E X T  & 
C O N N E C T I V I T Y



ENTRANCE PLAZA

THE RIVERFRONT

DOWNTOWN
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Columbus Downtown Entrance Plaza
Context & Connectivity

| Image Credit: Hadley Fruits
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Columbus Downtown Entrance Plaza
Context & Connectivity | Adjacent Projects
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Parcel Boundary

FRANCISCAN
HEALTH

THE COLE APARTMENT COMPLEX

STATE R
OAD 4

6

JA
C

K
S

O
N

 S
TR

EE
T

THE REPUBLIC 
BUILDING

J. IRWIN MILLER 
ARCHITECTURE 

PROGRAM

2ND STREET

1ST STREET

1ST STREET

B
R

O
W

N
 S

TR
EE

T

BROWN STREET
0’ 20’ 40’ 80’

15 | Columbus Downtown Entrance Plaza Merritt Chase | August 6, 2024

Columbus Downtown Entrance Plaza
Context & Connectivity | Existing Conditions
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Columbus Downtown Entrance Plaza
Context & Connectivity | Existing Conditions



Open lawn State Road 46 Public Safety Plaza

Buffer planting Parking POW MIA Plaza

Hedge planting 1821 Bicentennial Trail Robet D. Garton Veterans Plaza
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Columbus Downtown Entrance Plaza
Context & Connectivity | Existing Conditions



2ND ST JACKSON ST 1ST ST
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Columbus Downtown Entrance Plaza
Context & Connectivity | Exterior Edges



BROWN ST & SR46
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Columbus Downtown Entrance Plaza
Context & Connectivity | Interior Edges
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Columbus Downtown Entrance Plaza
Context & Connectivity | Views



MILL RACE PARK 4TH STREET

3RD STREET

2ND STREET

1ST STREET

WATER STREET

COLUMBUS 
CIT Y HALL

BARTHOLOMEW 
COUNT Y JAIL

BARTHOLOMEW 
COUNT Y 

COURTHOUSE

THE COMMONS

THE REPUBLIC BUILDING
IU ARCHITECTURE

FIRST 
FINANCIAL 

BANK

HOTEL 
INDIGO

C
O

LU
M

B
U

S PEO
PLE TR

A
IL

F IRST 
CHRISTIAN 

CHURCH

THE COLE 
APARTMENT 

COMPLEX

THE TAYLOR 
APARTMENT COMPLEX

HEALTH 
CLINIC

OFFICE OFFICE

1821 BICENTENNIAL TRAIL

B
R

O
W

N
 S

TR
EE

TL I
N

D
SE

Y 
ST

RE
ET

JA
C

K
S

O
N

 S
TR

EE
T

STATE ROAD 46

STATE R
OAD 4

6

ROBERT N
.  S

TEW
ART B

RID
GE

W
A

S
H

IN
G

O
TN

 S
TR

EE
T

FR
A

N
K

LI
N

 S
TR

EE
T

LA
FA

Y
ET

TE
 A

V
E

PE
A

R
L 

ST
R

EE
T

BRO
W

N STREET

RIVERFRONT FUTURE 
DEVELOPMENT

UPL AND 
COLUMBUS 

PUMP HOUSE

F L A
T R

O
C

K
 R

I V
E R

0’ 100’ 200’ 400’

LEGEND

Views of Interest

Viewsheds

21 | Columbus Downtown Entrance Plaza Merritt Chase | August 6, 2024

Columbus Downtown Entrance Plaza
Context & Connectivity | Views
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Columbus Downtown Entrance Plaza
Context & Connectivity | Views
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Columbus Downtown Entrance Plaza
Context & Connectivity | Circulation

| Image Credit: Hadley Fruits
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Columbus Downtown Entrance Plaza
Context & Connectivity | Circulation

| Image (Upper R, Bottom L) Credit: Hadley Fruits
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Columbus Downtown Entrance Plaza
Context & Connectivity | Circulation
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Columbus Downtown Entrance Plaza
Context & Connectivity | Paving Surfaces
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Columbus Downtown Entrance Plaza
Context & Connectivity | Traffic Speed
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Columbus Downtown Entrance Plaza
Context & Connectivity | Traffic Speed



- Connect to the river and trail

- Slow traffi c and integrate SR46 improvements

- Long term, consider traffi c reconfi guration

- Celebrate views of courthouse and bridge

Connectivity & Context
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Columbus Downtown Entrance Plaza
Context & Connectivity | Summary of Key Findings



P R O G R A M  &  U S E
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Columbus Downtown Entrance Plaza
Program & Use | Existing Conditions

| Image Credit: Hadley Fruits
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Columbus Downtown Entrance Plaza
Program & Use
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Columbus Downtown Entrance Plaza
Program & Use
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Columbus Downtown Entrance Plaza
Program & Use
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Columbus Downtown Entrance Plaza
Program & Use
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Columbus Downtown Entrance Plaza
Program & Use
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Program & Use



0’ 150’ 300’ 600’

THE FORMAL GARDEN

INN AT IRWIN 
GARDENS

4TH STREET

5TH STREET

3RD STREET

2ND STREET

1ST STREET

B
R

O
W

N
 S

TR
EE

T

JA
C

K
S

O
N

 S
TR

EE
T

STATE ROAD 46

STATE R
OAD 4

6

ROBERT N
.  S

TEW
ART B

RID
GE

FR
A

N
K

LI
N

 S
TR

EE
T

LA
FA

Y
ET

TE
 A

V
E

PE
A

R
L 

ST
R

EE
T

WATER STREET

BRO
W

N

STREET

F L A
T R

O
C

K
R

I V
E R

W
A

S
H

IN
G

TO
N

 S
TR

EE
T

DOWNTOWN
ENTRANCE 

PL AZA

L I
N

D
S

EY
 S

TR
EE

T

38 | Columbus Downtown Entrance Plaza Merritt Chase | August 6, 2024

Columbus Downtown Entrance Plaza
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- Create a place for people, not cars

- Introduce water, seating, shade, and other features

- Integrate memorials

- This is not a plaza: the space wants to be a park with 

garden and plaza spaces

Program & Use
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CARSPEOPLE

PEOPLE
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Program & Use | Summary of Key Findings



M AT E R I A L S  &  P L A N T I N G



Columbus Downtown Entrance Plaza
Materials & Planting | Existing Conditions
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Source: Columbus Indiana Architectural Archives
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Columbus Downtown Entrance Plaza
Materials & Planting | Historic Intent



Source: Columbus Indiana Architectural Archives
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Columbus Downtown Entrance Plaza
Materials & Planting | Historic Intent



Source: Columbus Indiana Architectural Archives
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Columbus Downtown Entrance Plaza
Materials & Planting | Historic Intent



Overgrown past design intent

Overgrown past design intent

Poor plant health; dying vegetation

Poor plant health; dying vegetation

Barriers to site

Barriers to site and visual connections
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0’ 20’ 40’ 80’

“Crack the Whip” Art

Public Safety Plaza

POW MIA Plaza

C. Dennis Chomel

“Daquqi” Sculpture

Robert D. Garton Veterans Plaza

PA
R

K
IN

G

OPEN L AWN

TREE
PL ANTING

BUFFER PL ANTING

FRANCISCAN
HEALTH

THE COLE APARTMENT COMPLEX

STATE R
OAD 4

6

JA
C

K
S

O
N

 S
TR

EE
T

THE REPUBLIC 
BUILDING

J. IRWIN MILLER 
ARCHITECTURE 

PROGRAM

2ND STREET

1ST STREET

1ST STREET

B
R

O
W

N
 S

TR
EE

T

BROWN STREET
56 | Columbus Downtown Entrance Plaza Merritt Chase | August 6, 2024

Columbus Downtown Entrance Plaza
Materials & Planting | Character Zones



EXISTING CONDITIONS
PLANTING AS PERIMETER BARRIER

FUTURE DESIGN OPPORTUNITY
PLANTING AS VEHICULAR BUFFER
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Columbus Downtown Entrance Plaza
Materials & Planting | Design Opportunities



EXISTING CONDITIONS

TOPOGRAPHY BUFFER

PLANTING BUFFER
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Materials & Planting | Existing Site Conditions
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Columbus Downtown Entrance Plaza
Materials & Planting | Buffers vs Barriers
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Columbus Downtown Entrance Plaza
Materials & Planting | Seasonal Interest & Character
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Columbus Downtown Entrance Plaza
Materials & Planting | Seasonal Interest & Character



64 | Columbus Downtown Entrance Plaza Merritt Chase | August 6, 2024

Columbus Downtown Entrance Plaza
Materials & Planting | Formal Planting

| Image Credit: Hadley Fruits
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Materials & Planting | Formal Planting
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Columbus Downtown Entrance Plaza
Materials & Planting | Front Door Connection

| Source: Columbus Indiana Architectural Archives
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Materials & Planting | Site Features



FRANCISCAN
HEALTH

THE COLE APARTMENT COMPLEX

STATE R
OAD 4

6

JA
C

K
S

O
N

 S
TR

EE
T

THE REPUBLIC 
BUILDING

J. IRWIN MILLER 
ARCHITECTURE 

PROGRAM

2ND STREET

1ST STREET

1ST STREET

B
R

O
W

N
 S

TR
EE

T

BROWN STREET
0’ 20’ 40’ 80’

LEGEND

Metal Benches

Plastic Benches

Site Features

Bricks

Concrete Paving

Lawn

70 | Columbus Downtown Entrance Plaza Merritt Chase | August 6, 2024

Columbus Downtown Entrance Plaza
Materials & Planting | Site Features & Surfaces



FRANCISCAN
HEALTH

THE COLE APARTMENT COMPLEX

STATE R
OAD 4

6

JA
C

K
S

O
N

 S
TR

EE
T

THE REPUBLIC 
BUILDING

J. IRWIN MILLER 
ARCHITECTURE 

PROGRAM

2ND STREET

1ST STREET

1ST STREET

B
R

O
W

N
 S

TR
EE

T

BROWN STREET
0’ 20’ 40’ 80’

LEGEND

Street Lights

Site Lights

Electrical Utility

Stormwater Utility

Water Utility Line

Communications Utility

71 | Columbus Downtown Entrance Plaza Merritt Chase | August 6, 2024

Columbus Downtown Entrance Plaza
Materials & Planting | Lighting & Utilities



- Remove the hedge and overgrown, dying vegetation

- Use trees and planting to create a gateway garden

- The site should be primarily green with appropriately 

scaled paved areas for gathering

Materials & Planting
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Columbus Downtown Entrance Plaza
Materials & Planting | Summary of Key Findings



M A R K E R S  &  M E M O R I A L S



Historical or Civic Markers

1. Atterbury Army Air Field

2. Bartholomew County Courthouse

3. Cerealine Manufacturing Company

4. Columbus City Hall

5. First Christian Church

6. Lowell Mills

7. Orinoco Furniture Company

8. Our Pioneer Heritage / Bartholomew County Historical Society / 
McEwen-Samuels-Marr House

9. Second Baptist Church

10. To the Memory of

11. Mill Race Tannery

12. River Rats

13. The Public Safety Plaza

14. Arvin Employees

15. 1821 Bicentennial Trail

War Memorials

16. Bartholomew County Civil War Memorial

17. Bartholomew County Revolutionary War Honor Roll

18. Bartholomew County Veterans Memorial

19. Bartholomew County Vietnam War Memorial

20. Bartholomew County WWI Veterans Memorial

21. Veterans of All Wars

22. World War I Honor Roll & Veterans Memorial

23. POW MIA Plaza

24. Flagpole Donated by American Legion

25. Robert D. Garton Veterans Plaza

26. In Memory of C. Dennis Chomel*

* = potential relocation to Garland Brook Cemetery

Columbus Downtown Entrance Plaza
Markers & Memorials | City Context
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Columbus Downtown Entrance Plaza
Markers & Memorials | Downtown Context
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Courthouse Block

1. Bartholomew County Memorial for Veterans, Sign

2. Bartholomew County Veterans Memorial

3. Binder with names

4. The Ten Commandments

5. Bartholomew County Revolutionary War Honor Roll

6. Bartholomew County Vietnam War Memorial
Dedicated by Myers Funeral Service Columbus/Seymour

7. Bartholomew County World War I Veterans Memorial, 1917-1918
Erected by Bartholomew County War Mothers

8. World War I Honor Roll & Veterans Memorial 
Bartholomew County Cizens Who Served in the U.S. Army, 
Navy, Marines, and Nurses’ Corps During the World War, 1917-1918
Erected by Board of County Commissioners, 1939-1940

9. Veterans of All Wars

10. Commemorative Bricks

Downtown Entrance Plaza

11. The Public Safety Plaza: Firefi ghters & Law Enforcement
Eagle Scout Project, Designed by Jordan T. Meek, September 11, 2002

12. Commemorative Bricks

13. POW MIA Plaza
Dedicated July 29, 2000

14. Flagpole Donated by American Legion
1987

15. In Honor of All Arvin Employees
By Mr. & Mrs. James K. Baker, April 17, 1998

16. In Memory of C. Dennis Chomel

17. Robert D. Garton Veterans Plaza

1821 Bicentennial Trail

18. Commemorative Bricks
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1. Bartholomew County Memorial for Veterans, Sign

6. Bartholomew County Vietnam War Memorial

11A. The Public Safety Plaza: Firefighters

15. In Honor of All Arvin Employees

2. Bartholomew County Veterans Memorial

11B. The Public Safety Plaza: Law Enforcement

16. In Memory of C. Dennis Chomel

3. Binder with names

7.  World War I Honor Roll & Veterans Memorial  

12. Commemorative Bricks, Public Safety Plaza

16. In Memory of C. Dennis Chomel

4. The Ten Commandments

9. Veterans of All Wars

13. POW MIA Plaza

17. Robert D. Garton Veterans Plaza

5. Bartholomew County Revolutionary War Honor Roll

10. Commemorative Bricks, Courthouse Block

14. Flagpole Donated by American Legion

18. Commemorative Bricks, 1821 Bicentennial Trail

8. World War I Honor Roll & Veterans Memoria

Columbus Downtown Entrance Plaza
Markers & Memorials | Inventory
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Columbus Downtown Entrance Plaza
Markers & Memorials | Existing Conditions
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- Relocate Garton sign, tombstone, art

- Relocate or redesign public safety plaza

- Redesign POW MIA plaza

Markers & Memorials
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Inventory & Analysis | Summary of Key Findings

- Connect to the river and trail

- Slow traffi c and integrate SR46 improvements

- Long term, consider traffi c reconfi guration

- Celebrate views of courthouse and bridge

- Relocate Garton sign, tombstone, art

- Relocate or redesign public safety plaza

- Redesign POW MIA plaza

Connectivity & Context

Markers & Memorials

- Create a place for people, not cars

- Introduce water, seating, shade, and other features

- Integrate memorials

- This is not a plaza: the space wants to be a park with 

garden and plaza spaces

Program & Use

- Remove the hedge and overgrown, dying vegetation

- Use trees and planting to create a gateway garden

- The site should be primarily green with appropriately 

scaled paved areas for gathering

Materials & Planting
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EXISTING CONDITIONS

CARS PEOPLE

DESIGN OPPORTUNITIES

Connectivity & Context

Program & UseProgram & Use

Markers & Memorials

Materials & PlantingMaterials & Planting
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